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WHO'S WHO IN 'IBE WFSC 

Member: Erik Martini 

In May of 1991 the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs at its annual con
vention elected Erik Martini to be its leader for 1992 and 1993. As president 
of the Federation, Erik becomes the shepherd, the father figure, and the guiding 
force of organized philately in Wisconsin. His leadership will determine the 
direction that the Federation takes for the future. He should be well qualified 
for this position1having been active in the federation for some time. He has 
been in attendance at many WFSC meetings and has been a club representative at 
the annual WFSC business meetings on numerous occasions. He knows the members 
and they know him. We extend our congratulations to Erik for this honor which 
has been bestowed on him by his peers. We are confident that under his leader
ship the federation will do well. 

Erik is married and has three children. He lives in the city of Milwaukee 
with his family. He is now retired but his chosen profession was that of a 
printer. His past experience in the printing business has been a blessing to 
the WFSC on more than one occasion when Erik was able to get cost reductions or 
donations for printing or paper that was needed by the WFSC. 

In addition to being involved in the WFSC, Erik is an APS member. On the 
local level ,he is a member of the Croatian Philatelic Society and of the Italian• 
American Stamp Club of which he is a past Vice President. He is a member of the 
Czeslaw Slania Study Group and of the Milwaukee Chapter of the German Philatelic 
Society of which he is also a past Vice President. Additionally he is a member 
of the Polish··American Stamp Club and he is the Treasurer for that organization. 
He belongs to the Milwaukee Philatelic Society as well, and is a past Vice Pres
ident of that club also. He has served on the MILCOPEX Coomittee since 1976 in 
a variety of positions, including that of Chairman. 

Erik's collecting interests include Germany, Poland, Croatia, Austria, 
Yugoslavia, and Switzerland. His specialty is collecting Saxony on cover with 
number cancellations. Saxony is a region of Germany that was abolished by East 
Germany after World War II. Erik has exhibited his stamps at POI.APEX and at 
MILCOPEX. 

I have been asked not to include family or personal matters in this write·· 
up and I have tried to honor that request. We think that Erik will be a fine 
President of the WFSC and we extend our congratulations and best wishes for 
his new-found responsibilities. 



STAMPING AROUND WISCONSIN 50 YEARS AGO 

Selections from the 1941-42 WFSC PHILATELIC NEWS BULLETIN 
with comments by Editor Clete Delvaux 

from the October 1, 1941, issue: 

Ray Van Handel, of the SHEBOYGAN STAMP CLUB, has been doing 
some philatelic research this summer, via automobile. Ray has 
traveled through his home county, looking up locations of 
obsolete post offices, and of ghost towns: he says it's lots of 
fun, and though he has found no attics full of 1847 covers, he 
did get some thrills and some mighty interesting historical 
information. 

(At the recent WISCOPEX '91, the "Best in Show" award was 
presented to Ray Van Handel for his "Sheboygan County Postal 
History." This exhibit also won him other awards. So those 
summer trips 50 years ago were more than just "fun"; they paid 
off in an award-winning exhibit for Ray.) 

* * * * * 
CLUB SECRETARIES: Attention! 

We want news of your clubs, and especially now that some of you 
will be having members leaving for duty with the armed forces 
of our country, let us have their names and if you can furnish 
i t, i nformation about the branch of service or the organization 
in which they are placed. 

Her e ' s a sample: Major John F. Burke, Infantry, Fort Sheridan, 
Illinois. Major Burke is a member of the Milwaukee Philatelic 
Society . 

COMING IN FEBRUARY-

Fl FTH ANNUAL WFSC CLUB TRIVIA CONTEST 

• Reserve a February or March '92 club meeting date. 
• Join in on the fun. 
• Get the whole membership involved. 

Trivia questions, entry fo rm and contest rules will appear in the February '92 issue of Across the Fence. 
Entry form with answers must be submitted by April 1. 

WIN philatelic literature valued at a minimum of $20 -

• for your club library •fora gift or prize • for your next auction •fora donation to your local public library 



□ 
JOINING WITH JUNIORS 

I have taken the big step! I have decided to purchase a computer 
and learn first hand the modern technology that will take our youth into 
the 21st century. Now as I sit in front of my own computer, I can feel 
the frustrations and pressures of learning something new. This time I 
am in the role of the student - quite a different role than that of a 
teacher - something I have been for twenty-some years. 

Youth of today are uninhibited and approach computers with great 
anticipation. As I work more and more with the computers, I see a 
tremendous potential for applications in many areas of home, school, 
work, play, and even stamp collecting. 

Stamp collecting? How can a computer be used with stamps? There 
are probably many more applications than I can imagine. For starters, 
computers with writing and word processing programs are ideal for youth 
exhibitors. I am always amazed at the professional look that some of 
the youth exhibits are taking. Usually upon closer examination, it 
becomes apparent that the exhibit has been done by computer. The 
computer allows you to change fonts and styles of print. Simple 
graphics can be added if so desired. Wording on a page can be easily 
moved from one spot to another. Your text can be saved and easily 
recalled thus making additions and corrections a simple task. (And I 
thought dish washers, washing machines and clothes driers were labor 
saving devices.) 

About 50 % of the youth exhibits at KIDPEX were computer generated. 
Youth feel as comfortable working at the computer keyboard as I do 
sitting at a typewriter. For those youth who do not have home 
computers, virtually every school has a computer lab where students can 
learn the basics and use them for their writing projects. 

Youth can also use computers to maintain a simple stamp inventory. 
By faithfully maintaining and updating the inventory as new material is 
attained, the youth will always have a record of his current collection. 
In addition, a monetary or catalog value can be assigned. Youth always 
seem to be fascinated with the value of their collections. By knowing 
what materia'1 already exists within a collection, it is possible for a 
want list to be computer compiled. 

Computer programs make putting newsletters and club bulletins 
together a snap. With a little guidance from an adult, many youth could 
handle the responsibility of generating a club newsletter. Adults could 
aid in having it reproduced and mailed. 

Also available on the market are some simple graphics and design 
programs. Imagine the fun that a youth could have generating his own 
stamp designs. I can just see it now! The popular stamp design 
contests of the future will have our youth submitting designs produced 
on the computer. (By the way, the first stamps to be designed by a 
computer were issued in 1970 by the Netherlands.) 

Youth are capable of undertaking many more responsibilities than we 
often give them. The computer is a challenging tool and one that they 
adapt to extremely well. They are not afraid to attempt new things. 

They always say "You can't teach an old dog new tricks" but I am 
adhering to the philosophy that "If you can't lick them, join them." 
Soon I will be as adept at the computer as they are. 

If you have any other ideas in which computers can be used for 
working with youth and stamps, write to MaryAnn Bowman, P.O. Box 1451, 
Waukesha, WI 53187. 



• • • 
COUNTDOWN TO WORLD COLUMBIAN STAMP EXPO 

STAMP EXP6. ·9i. 
MAY 22-31, 1H2 - CHICAGO 

In just five months, many Wisconsinites will be making a trek to 
Chicago to take in the largest stamp show the Midwest has seen since 
Ameripex in 1986. The 10-day event will offer a variety of menus for 
the philatelic palette. Have you made preparations to attend? If not, 
begin to plan now. Many specialty collecting organizations are planning 
a meeting in conjunction with WCSE. This would be a good time to meet 
the leaders of the group and others who have the same collec~ing 
interest. 

If you are planning on staying overnight in the Chicago area, make 
your reservations soon. It is my understanding that some of the 
official hotels are already filled. 

Exhibits, dealers, auctions, society meetings, youth area - some
thing for everyone! Won't we see you there? For more information write 
to World Columbian Stamp Expo, 7137 West Higgins Road, Chicago, IL 
60656. 

GREATER MILWAUKEE AREA DISTINGUISHED PHII.ATELIST APPRECIATION DINNER 

February 16th, 19921will once again find the Milwaukee area stamp collectors 
engaged in that wonderful and exciting annual event, The Greater milwaukee Area 
Distinguished Philatelist Appreciation Dinner. Comraderie, which is no stranger 
to our hobby, will be at a fever pitch and an evening of fun and good fellowship 
is promised for all. 

One of our members will be honored for unselfish dedication to the hobby and 
for fulfilling the criteria necessary for this honor. That criteria states that 
the person "must be an individual who has visibly demonstrated repeatedly his or 
her interest in stamr. collecting and in developing the interest and enjoyment of 
the hobby for others'. The name of the honored guest will be kept a secret, un
known to all but a few, until the event itself. A c0111Tiemorative card bearing 
the individuat's picture will be issued at the dinner. This is the sixth annual 
dinner and these cards have become quite collectible and rather highly sought. 

The m~nu offers chicken or pork dinners for $19.50 and fish or beef dinners 
for $23.50 at one of the more sophisticated and elegant places in the area,~-
The Westmoor Country Club, 400 South Moorland Road, Brookfield, Wisconsin 53005. 
The public in general and stamp collectors in particular are invited to join in 
this exciting event. Tickets may be obtained from Irene Orz, 6900 West Ohio 
Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53219-4027 (Tel. 414-543-2402). Make checks pay
able to Richard Mansfield. The deadline for obtaining tickets is February 9, 1992. 
Tickets purchased prior to January 21, 1992 will be eligible for an early bird 
drawing for a $125.00 package. Why not join us and treat yourself and your spouse 
or your friend to a gala evening of good food and good fun. 

CLUB NEWS Tbe WAUWATOSA P HILATELIC .-30CIETY recently reported 
tbe e lection of a new president: Claude Giralt~. 

Rosemary J ahnk e and Wa l t er Jag lows k i were reelected vice president 
and secretary-trea surer, r e s p ectively. Bo a rd members are Sig Toenjes, 
Kent Martin, a nd Art Schmitz. 



--- ADS ---

T wenty-First Annual 

Stamp Show 
(Form erly Kecopex) 

St. Mark's /\ucllto rtu rn • 7202 Sheridan Rd. • Kenosha, Wisconsin 

Free Admission • Free Parking 

Sat., February 15 - IO a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sun., February 16 - I O a.m. to 4 p.m. 

EXHIBITION THEME: 
··soo th Anniversary" 

"Columbus Discovery o f America" 

* Stamp Exhibits · Various Categories * Cacheted Covers 

* U.S. Post ornce * Plclorlal cancellallons (2 dales) 

* Stam p Bourse with 15 or m ore dealers 

Cad1et ~nvelopes at $ I . 00 each at L/Je door or 
$ 1 . .30 by mail to, 

Stamp Show '92 
7620 - I 0 th Ave. Kenosha, WI 5 3 143 

STAMP & COIN SHOWS 
DOWNTOWN HOLIDAY INN 

GREEN BAY 

WINTER ... I ••• FEB. 91 1992 

BILL ROBINSON 
1641 BRUCE LANE 

GRE~N BAY WI 54313 

WFSC DUES NOTICE 

1991-1992 
WISCONSIN VALLIY PHILARLIC SOCIITY 

P.O. Box71 
Wauaau, WI 54402-0071 

Inviting you to attend our stamp functions u Rated here. 
Please hang this card on your bulletlns board 

STAMP COLLICTOllS 
Why not stop In and visit our • monthly • wtnter - spring 

stamp bourses • live dealers - Saturday's at 
Howard Johnson's 
10 A.M. to 4 P.M. 

january 18 

February 15 
March 14 
April 11 

WANTED TO BUY 

British Colony Definitive Sets 
Mint NH 

Also Gold and Silver Foils 
Specimen Overprints 

Gordon Lindner 
1002 Amberly Trail 
Green Boyl WI 54311 

(414) 465-6692 

GREEN BAY STAMP SHOP 
1136 W. Mason Street - Green Bay, Wisconsin 54303 

• Stamps and Collections 
Bought and Sold 

• Qualified 
Appraisals 

Tuesday 3-5 p.m. Thursday 3-7:30 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

499-6886 

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE: Dues for 1992 must be in by no later than March 1. Members-at-large are 
elig ible to exhibit at WISCOPEX '92, without having to belong to a WFSC member club. All issues of 
Across the Fence are mailed directly to members-at-large. This membership category allows individu
als the right of attendance and discussion at all federation meetings, but not the privilege of a vote. 

Member-at-large dues are $7.00 per year. Checks should be made out to the WFSC, and mailed directly to: Deanna 
Juhnke, Treas., 3701 Jordan Lane, Stevens Point, WI 54481. 

CLUBS: Your 1992 dues notice has been sent directly to your WFSC representative. Please return your annual Member 

Club Registration form with your check. 
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SHOW CALENDAR AND REGISTERY 

1992 
FEB 9 

FEB 15-16 

MAR 6-8 

MAR 21-22 

APR 11-12 

APR 25-26 

MAY 2-3 

SEP 19-20 

CENWISPEX '92, CENTRAL WISCONSIN STAMP CLUB. Elks Club, 1132 
Clark St. (Hwy 10 East), Stevens Point. 

STAMP SHOW 1992 (formerly KECOPEX), KENOSHA STAMP AND COVER 
CLUB. St. Mark's Auditorium, 7202 Sheridan Rd .• Kenosha 
(Contact person: Thomas Elnen, 7620 10th Ave., Kenosha, WI 
53143) 

MILCOPEX '92, MILWAUKEE PHILATELIC SOCIETY. MECCA, North 6th 
Street and West Kilbourn Avenue, Milwaukee. (Contact Person: 
Roger Szymanski, Box 1980, Milwaukee, WI 53201-1980) 

BAYPEX '92, GREEN BAY PHILATELIC SOCIKn'.. Downtowner Motel• 
321 S. Washington, Green Bay. 

OUTAPEX '92, OUTAGAMIE PHILATELIC SOCIETY. Columbus Club, 
2531 N. Richmond, Appleton. 

SHEPEX '92, SHEBOYGAN STAMP CLUB. Sheboygan Rehabilition 
Center, 1305 St. Clair Ave., Sheboygan. 

WISCOPEX '92, hosted by the FOND DU LAC STAMP CLUB. Holiday 
Inn, 625 Rolling Meadows Dr .• Fond du Lac. (Contact person: 
Fred Ericksen, P.O. Box 821, Fond du Lac, WI 54936-0821) 

STAMPFEST 1992, Milwaukee Philatelic Society, St Aloysius 
Gonzaga Hall, 1435 S 92 St .• West Allis. 

ACROSS THE FENCE is WFSC OFFICERS EAST CENTRAL REGION VP SOUTHWEST REGION VP 
the official publication of the PRESIDENT 

Fred Ericksen Dwane Kaplenk 

Wisconsin Federation , of Erik Martini 
First Day Cover Collectors of Wisconsin Badger Stamp Club 

Stamp Clubs and is published P.O. Box 1266 
Fond du Lac Stamp Club Baraboo Stamp Club 

ten times a year. Display ad- Milwaukee, WI 53201 
Kettle Moraine Coin & Stamp Club Janesville Stamp Club 
Oshkosh Phil. Soc. Walworth County Stamp Club 

vertisting rates are: full VICE PRESIDENT Ripon Phil. Soc. MILWAUKEE REGION VP 
page-$30, 1/2 page-$16, Greg Schmidt Sheboygan Stamp Club Douglas Galaszewskl 
1/4 page-$8, 1/8 page-$5. 870 Bengal Rd. Wisconsin Christmas Seal & Charity Amer. Air Mail Soc. (Billy 
Want ads (business card size Neenah, WI 54956 Stamp Soc. Mitchell Chptr.) 
31/2" X 2"): $2 per issue; CENTRAL OFFICE & SECY. CENTRAL REGION VP Germany Phil. Soc. 

must be prepaid. Inquire for Karen Weigt Roy Northwood Italian American Stamp Club 

rates on other setups. Make 4184 Rose Ct. Central Wisconsin Stamp Club Milwaukee Phil. Soc. 

Middleton, WI 53562 Northwoods Stamp & Coin North Shore Phil. Soc. of Milw. 
all checks payable to the 

(608) 836-1509 Club (Rhinelander) Northwestern Mutual Stamp Club 
Wisconsin Federation of Wisconsin Valley Phil. Soc. Polish American Stamp Club 

Stamp Clubs. Deadline for TREASURER Wauwatosa Phil. Soc. 
Deanna Juhnke NORTHEAST REGION VP 

all material is the 15th of the Roger Oswald SOUTHEAST REGION VP 
3701 Jordan Ln. Vacancy In Position month preceding month of Stevens Point, WI 54481 Chain-o-Lakes Stamp Club 

publication. Send to: Clete (715) 341-3465 Green Bay Phil. Soc. Belle City Stamp Club 

Delvaux, Editor, Across the Manitowoc Phil. Soc. Cooney Numismatists & 

VP, YOUTH DIVISION Outagamie Phil. Soc. Philatelists, Ltd. 
Fence, 1827 Aspen Ln., MaryAnn Bowman Queen City Phil. Soc. Kenosha Stamp & Cover Club 
Green Bay, WI 54303 - P.O. Box 1451 Wisconsin Blue & Gray Soc. Waukesha County Phit. Soc. 

phone (414) 494-8868. Waukesha, WI 53187 Northwoods Phil. Soc. (Iron Mt.) Wisconsin Postal History Society 




